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Insure your Home Improvements with 

ance & 

Come by or call for an appointment. 
Ernie Rodgers 

216 E. Main • Eagle Lake • 979-234-5920 

TEXAS IRRIGATION 
& PIPE LLC 

Installation, Sales & Service 

CUSTOM DESIGNED LAWN SPRINKLERS 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
MAINTENANCE - ALL BRANDS & SYSTEMS 

DRAINAGE • TRENCHING • PVC PIPE 
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTERS 

BPAT 6063 &BPAT 6148 

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING 

FREE ESTIMATES 
ON NEW SYSTEMS 

(979) 732-3970 
1 -800-327-6787 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted! 

e-mail: texirr@swbell.net 
www.texasirrigation.com 

1870 Frelsburg Rd. Insured 
Cat Spring, TX 78933     Licensed Irrigator #1373 #9459 

Whyman, Carolyn & Brian Psencik 
Established in 1983 

Carpet Shopping Made Easy 
With evolving carpet fiber tech- 

nology, carpet choices abound. 
Finding durable carpet that 

is right for your home can be an 
overwhelming experience. 

Before going to the showroom, 
the experts at Solutia, makers of 
Wear-Dated® carpet fiber, have 
a few tips savvy shoppers should 
know to make a wise carpet invest- 
ment. 

The four primary carpet fiber 
materials on the market today 
include wool, olefin, polyester and 
nylon. 

Wool is the about the only natu- 
ral material still used in carpet 
manufacturing. 

Although wool performs well, 
it is pricey and can have staining 
issues if not pretreated. 

Olefin fiber (popular in berber 
carpet), and polyester fiber are 
both stain-resistant, but often lack 
durability in high traffic areas. 

Nylon fiber is the most predomi- 
nant fiber material on the market 
today. 

Nylon is engineered for durabil- 
ity in traffic, as well as resistance 
to stains. Nylon fiber comes in 
hundreds of colors, so you can get 
the durability you need with the 
look you want even in the high traf- 
fic rooms. 

In addition to fiber choice, con- 
sider the weight, pile height, density 
and twist when choosing carpet. 

• Weight indicates how much 
fiber is in the carpet. 

• Pile height is the length of the 
carpet yarn from the backing to the 
top of the tufts. 

Pile height is a matter of per- 
sonal preference. Some people like 
the feel of high pile between their 

toes, while others prefer a shorter 
pile, which is easier to keep clean. 

Toys and furniture roll more 
easily on shorter pile. 

• Density refers to the thickness 
of the yarn and how closely the tufts 
are spaced together. 

• Twist refers to how tightly 
the strands of yarn in each tuft are 
twisted. 

Density and twist have the 
greatest impact on performance. 
Select the densest carpet with the 
highest twist level that you can 
afford. 

Pile height and density deter- 
mine how much fiber is used in the 
carpet or the "face weight" of the 
carpet. The heavier the carpet, the 
greater the cost. 

In addition to the carpet itself, 
look at the carpet's warranty since 
all are not the same. 

Prorated warranties pay a por- 
tion of the value of the carpet if 
there is a problem, and the amount 
decreases each year following the 
purchase. 

Look for non-prorated warran- 
ties which cover the cost of the 
carpet during the entire warranty 
period. 

Finally, choose a quality carpet 
pad. 

A carpet pad acts as a "shock 
absorber" for the carpet, extend- 
ing its life. 

Follow the manufacturer's rec- 
ommendation for the best pad for 
your carpet. 

A pad that is too thick and soft 
may reduce the life of your carpet by 
pulling on the carpet backing. 

In general, a thinner (no more 
than 7/16 inches), denser pad will 
prevent undue wear on the carpet. 

Be sure to verify that the pad is 
water-resistant to prevent its color 
from bleeding through the carpet 
if it gets wet. 

For more advice on finding the 
kind of carpet that is right for your 
home, or to learn more about Wear- 
Dated carpet fiber products, visit 
their Web site at www.weardated. 
com. 

Tips For Selecting A 
Standby Generator 

If you are considering a backup 
generator purchase, there are 
important sizing and code require- 
ments that you need to know to 
insure a safe and adequate standby 
generator installation. 

Sizing the generator takes into 
account the total kilowatt (kW) re- 
quirements of the electrical equip- 
ment to be served. 

Undersizing can leave you frus- 

trated while oversizing is just a 
waste of money. 

Pay particular attention to any- 
thing with an electric motor. 

Starting a motor requires three 
to seven times the current used 
during normal operation. 

Allowing for this startup or 
inrush of current when sizing the 
generator is crucial. 

Electrical connections to the 
wiring system of the home, farm, 
or business requires a double-throw 
transfer switch. 

This is not a do-it-yourself proj- 
ect! Involve an experienced electri- 
cal contractor to insure a safe, reli- 
able installation that meets all local 
and national code requirements. 

Another safety consideration is 
where the generator is placed. Un- 
less you vent the generator fumes to 
the outside, never locate it inside a 
building, garage or basement. 
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